
 

 

 
                     State of California 

 

    L I T T L E  H O O V E R  C O M M I S S I O N  
 
 
 

Pedro Nava 
Chairman 

 
Scott Barnett 

 
David Beier 

 
Anthony Cannella 

Senator 
 

Jack Flanigan 
 

Chad Mayes 
Assemblymember 

 
Don Perata 

 
Sebastian Ridley-Thomas 

Assemblymember 
 

Richard Roth 
Senator 

 
Jonathan Shapiro 

 
Janna Sidley 

 
Helen Torres 

 
Sean Varner 

 
Carole D’Elia 

                  Executive Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

Milton Marks Commission on California State Government Organization and Economy  http://www.lhc.ca.gov/ 
 

          925 L Street, Suite 805  Sacramento, CA 95814  916-445-2125  fax 916-322-7709  e-mail littlehoover@lhc.ca.gov 

 

 

August 5, 2016 

 

The Honorable Anthony Cannella 

Senator, California State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 5082 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: SUPPORT FOR SENATE BILL 1098 
 

Dear Senator Cannella: 
 

The Little Hoover Commission supports Senate Bill 1098, the measure authored to create an 

evidence-based advisory group to guide Denti-Cal priorities and oversee policy decisions.    
 

In its 2016 report, Fixing Denti-Cal, the Commission found the program lacks any sort of 
evidence-based advisory group that could support and guide the Department of Health Care 

Services (DHCS) Denti-Cal program.  A common complaint that the Commission heard about 

Denti-Cal was DHCS’ unilateral decision-making, where rule changes were often announced 
without fully seeking an understanding of the consequences.  One such area with problems is 

dental surgery, where an August 2015 Denti-Cal rule change by DHCS caused great confusion, 

and ultimately ended up limiting access to dental surgery, directly impacting special needs 

children statewide.  DHCS took this action despite outside input that the rule changes were 

unclear, and would be interpreted in a way that caused confusion. 
 

The Commission concluded that the creation of an evidence-based advisory group would be the 

best way to assist DHCS in its rulemaking process, and made that recommendation in its 

report.  Denti-Cal should be guided by an evidence-based advisory group, which consists of the 

state dental director and expert specialists who can weigh in on proposed decisions and make 

sure they are based on the best evidence and science and not merely on cost.  This would be 

especially helpful to minimize the continual strife, confusion and even alleged harm to 

beneficiaries, including special needs populations.  SB 1098 carries out this recommendation. 

 

The Little Hoover Commission supports this common sense measure to improve Denti-Cal, and 

encourages a yes vote on SB 1098.  If I or the Commission can provide any further assistance 
or expertise, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 
 
 

     Carole D’Elia 

     Executive Director 
 

c: Commissioners, Little Hoover Commission 


