
State of California

     L I T T L E  H O O V E R  C O M M I S S I O N

Michael E. Alpert
Chairman

Stanley R. Zax
Vice-Chairman

Patricia Bates
Assemblymenber

David J. Epstein

Daniel W. Hancock

Christine Kehoe
Assemblymember

Welton C. Mansfield

Stuart G. Moldaw

Jennifer A. Openshaw

Charles S. Poochigian
Senator

Richard R. Terzian

John Vasconcellos
Senator

Stanley M. Zimmerman

James P. Mayer
Executive Director

Milton Marks Commission on California State Government Organization and Economy w http://www.lhc.ca.gov/lhc.html

925 L Street, Suite 805 w Sacramento, CA 95814 w 916-445-2125 w fax 916-322-7709 w e-mail little.hoover@lhc.ca.gov

We The People:
Helping Newcomers Become Californians

Fact Sheet

“To its peril, California has not come to terms with the extraordinary challenges of a large
population of immigrants.”

“California has not aligned existing public and community efforts in ways that effectively
integrates immigrants – and it must do so to accelerate the transition from newcomer to
responsible community member.”

“The Commission recommends that policies affecting immigrants be linked to community
priorities.  The Commission begins with basic principles: All persons deserve respect and
dignity.  All residents are obligated to be responsible community members.  And new
Californians need the same opportunities as their native-born neighbors to become self-
reliant.”

– From the Commission’s letter to the Governor and Members of the Legislature on
immigrant policy.

Demographics
§ Number of first-generation immigrants living in California:1 ..................................8.6 million.

§ Number of people living in California:2 ..................................................................... 33 million.

§ Number of years California has been primary destination for legal
immigrants coming to live in the United States:3 ........................................................30 years.

§ Number of languages spoken in California:4 .......................................................................250.

§ Percent of population growth in 1990 attributed to the foreign-born:5 ..................41 percent.

Education
§ Percent of Mexican immigrants in California who have difficulty with English:6 ...50 percent.

§ Percent of Hispanic immigrants who graduated from high school by age 20: ........45 percent.

§ Percent of natives who graduated from high school by age 20:7 .............................88 percent.

Undocumented/Documented Immigrants
§ Estimated number of undocumented immigrants in the country: .........................8.7 million.

§ Estimated number of undocumented immigrants in California:8 .............................. 2 million.

§ Percent of undocumented immigrants who entered country illegally:9 .. less than 50 percent.



§ Percent of immigrant families that are a mix of documented and
undocumented adults and children:10 ...........................................................................85 percent.

§ Proportion of immigrants in California, regardless of their legal
status, who live with U.S. citizens:11............................................................................... two-thirds.

Naturalization
§ Estimated percent of immigrants in 2001 who had been in the country

legally for six years or more that had become naturalized citizens:12........................47.5 percent.

§ Estimated number of residents over the age of 18 who are not eligible to
vote because they are not citizens:13................................................................................. 3 million.

Immigrant Work Force
§ Estimated proportion of immigrants in California’s labor force:14 ...................................one-third.

§ Percent of agricultural jobs held by immigrants: ..........................................................72 percent.

§ Percent of manufacturing jobs held by immigrants: .....................................................44 percent.

§ Percent of trade jobs held by immigrants: .....................................................................34 percent.

§ Percent of construction jobs held by immigrants:15 ......................................................30 percent.

Costs/Benefits of Immigrants
§ Estimated amount immigrants paid in taxes in 1997:16 ............................................. $133 billion.

§ Estimated contribution of undocumented immigrants to California’s economy:17 ...... $77 billion.

§ Percent of immigrant households receiving government benefits:18 ..........................23.2 percent.

§ Net lifetime cost to public coffers by immigrants with less than a
high school education:........................................................................................................ $13,000.

§ Net lifetime benefit to public coffers of immigrants with more
than a high school education:19 ....................................................................................... $198,000.
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