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TechAmerica is in support of the recommendations made by both Governor Schwarzenegger and
the Little Hoover Commission (LHC) regarding plans to consolidate several statewide IT
functions under the Office of the CIO (OCIO).
We concur with the Commission’s finding that these organizational changes will not only
empower the state chief information officer with the tools and resources necessary to enhance
accountability but they will be a positive step towards the improvement of government
performance using information technology (IT).
Many states have taken their cues from industry and have adopted a comprehensive enterprise
system – one that streamlines operations and therefore permits the allocation of more
government funds for citizen services. It is time for California to do the same.
While some questions remain regarding plans to provide the State CIO with expanded authority
for IT procurement policy, we are confident that the areas of responsibility maintained by DGS
and those that will be under the auspices of OCIO will soon become both clearly stated and
transparent to the vendor community.
*About TechAmerica: TechAmerica is the leading voice for the U.S. technology industry, the
driving force behind productivity growth and jobs creation in the United States and the
foundation of the global innovation economy. Representing approximately 1,500 member
companies of all sizes from the public and commercial sectors of the economy, it is the
industry’s largest advocacy organization and is dedicated to helping members’ top and bottom
lines. It is also the technology industry's only grassroots-to-global advocacy network, with
offices in state capitals around the United States, Washington, D.C., Europe (Brussels) and Asia
(Beijing). TechAmerica was formed by the merger of AeA (formerly the American Electronics
Association), the Cyber Security Industry Alliance (CSIA), the Information Technology
Association of America (ITAA) and the Government Electronics & Information Technology
Association (GEIA). Learn more at www.aeanet.org or www.itaa.org.
Contact: Carol Henton, Vice President State & Local Government, TechAmerica,
carol.henton@techamerica.org and 650-357-7728.

