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California is short by two to three million 
homes to safely house its population. As a 
result of a limited supply, many Californians 
find themselves paying record prices for 
housing while others are priced out of the 
market entirely.

In its 2022 report, California Housing: Building a More 
Affordable Future, the Commission offers targeted 
recommendations policymakers can take action on 
immediately to help address California’s housing 
affordability crisis. The Commission calls on the state 
to:

 ◊ Expand its affordable housing strategy—in 
policy and funding—to put a greater emphasis 
on affordable home ownership. The state must 
also include an emphasis on increasing housing 
supply.

 ◊ Consolidate housing functions and consider 
formalizing a strategic working relationship—
either by the Legislature or through MOUs 
among agencies—between the governor and the 
state treasurer and the housing agencies they 
oversee.

 ◊ Jumpstart affordable housing production where 
it is most needed by adopting the model used to 
attack California’s wildfire crises. This includes 
targeted working groups and CEQA flexibility.

 ◊ Use the best technology and methodologies 
available to identify data and analysis gaps 
and transparently use that information in its 
policymaking. Tools should be shared with local 
governments either at cost or, preferably, for 
free.

 ◊ Reconsider how it measures local governments’ 
progress toward housing goals to include how 
many units are actually constructed and how 
those units factor into California’s larger climate 
goals.

 ◊ Enforce its housing requirements by creating and 
funding an ombudsman position in every county 
with the authority to approve affordable housing 
projects when a local jurisdiction is noncompliant 
with its housing element. The governor should 
also direct the Housing Accountability Unit within 
the Department of Housing and Community 
Development to develop reasonable standards 
for when the state should sue noncompliant local 
jurisdictions.

 ◊ Invest in shared equity models, such as 
community land trusts. More specifically, the 
state should invest in shared equity models that 
require the unit be sold at below-market prices.

The Commission’s recommendations will provide 
state leaders a pathway forward in addressing 
California’s housing crisis.

SUPPORTED LEGISLATION
 ◊ AB 2305 (Grayson et al), 2022: Would have 

established a centralized committee to allocate 
state-controlled affordable rental housing 
resources through a single process and 
competition. 
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